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One line of dialogue with no tag: the whole sentence, including punctuation, is enclosed in 

the quotation marks. 

 

‘I love you.’ 

 

One line of dialogue with tag: The dialogue is enclosed in the quotation marks with a comma 

within them. As the tag, he said, is part of the sentence, it is not capitalised. The full stop ends 

the sentence.  

 

‘I love you,’ he said.  

 

One line of dialogue with tag first: The comma is still needed to separate the speech from the 

tag but comes first in this instance and the full stop ends the sentence within the quotation 

marks:  

 

He said, ‘I love you.’  

 

One line of dialogue with tag and action:  The dialogue is enclosed in quotation marks, a 

comma follows the dialogue and before the closing quotation mark, this is followed by the tag 

which is separated from the action by a further comma. A full stop ends the sentence.  

 

 ‘I love you,’ he said, hoping she had heard him. 

   

The tag and action can come first:  

 

 Moving closer, he said, ‘I love you.’ 

 

Tag interrupted dialogue: The same sentence of dialogue can be interrupted by a tag and an 

action:  
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‘I love you,’ he said, ‘and I always will.’  

 ‘I love you,’ he said, pulling her close, ‘and I always will.’ 

 

Question marks in dialogue: The question mark goes inside the quotation mark and there is 

no comma. The tag doesn’t need a capital letter as it is still part of the same sentence, the same 

goes for exclamation marks:  

 

 ‘You know I love you, don’t you?’ he asked.  

 ‘I love you!’ he shouted, running after her.  

 

Dialogue interrupted by dialogue: If a character interrupts another midsentence, an em dash 

is used:  

 

 ‘I love you—’  

‘No, Paul, you don’t.’ She held up her hand to stop him continuing.  

 

Trailing dialogue: If a character starts to say something but the speech trails off before they 

complete the sentence, ellipses are used:  

  

‘I love …’ 

 

Names in dialogue: always use a comma before and/or after the person’s name who is being 

directly addressed:  

  

 ‘I love you, Emma,’ he said.  

 ‘Emma, I love you,’ he said.  

 ‘Paul loves you, Emma, you know that.’ 

‘He loves you, Emma, more than he loved Sarah.’ (note there is no comma before 

Sarah as she isn’t being directly addressed). 
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